I4O                       WHAT ARE THE JEWS

Zionist view is correct. But the same events may be
used more effectively for an argument against Jewish
nationalism. The Zionists have claimed that it was
the cure for anti-Semitism and the solution of the
Jewish Problem. The success of Zionism began
with the Balfour Declaration in 1917, the development
of a Jewish national homeland began with the Mandate
in 1920. And in that time anti-Semitism has spread
and grown in violence beyond anything it attained
in the preceding century or two. When the Nazis
came to power in Germany, they showed some
friendliness to the Zionists, but only because they
encouraged Jews to leave Germany! There is no
support in recent history, or in logic, for the belief
that Zionism is a cure for anti-Semitism. It may
only provide an escape from anti-Semitism for a
limited number of Jews.

When, then, the interests and position of the whole
of world Jewry are taken into account, the claim that
the establishment of a Jewish national homeland
would benefit the political status of the Jews becomes
untenable. For the Jews in other lands it may not
lighten, but aggravate the problem of anti-Semitism.
A million or two of Jews might be benefited, but
14,000,000 or 15,000,000 will certainly not be bene-
fited, and might even be harmed. So far the claim